‘Let Us Make Man in Our Image’
The sixth day continues and God turns His attention to the creation of man. It may take a while to cover this but that’s okay, I’m not in a hurry. Are you?
26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” Genesis 1:26
The questions that generally pop into peoples’ minds when they read the phrase, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness,” are these:
‘Why do we suddenly see the plural being used?’
‘Who is God referring to when He states, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness”?
‘Is that kind of like a royal “we” – a term reserved for royalty?’
We covered some of this in the blog, ‘God: The Beginner of Beginnings’ when we saw that the Hebrew word for God, Elohim, is plural. Nevertheless there is more to consider.
There are some theologians who think that though Elohim is speaking, as He has been speaking in every other day of creation, the plural pronouns now somehow refer to God and His “heavenly court.” I disagree. Does God have a “heavenly court”? Yes, He does. However, to think that mankind is somehow made in the image and likeness of God and the members of His heavenly court, is not supported by the rest of scripture. Scripture interprets scripture. In order for this idea to be accurate, there would have to be supporting evidence to back it up in the scriptures. It simply is not there. There is no support for it.
God is an uncreated Being. There is no one equal to Him. His heavenly court, if it was operating at the time of the creation of man, would likely have been composed from some among God’s angels, archangels, seraphim, and cherubim. These are ALL created beings. They are not equal to God in glory, majesty or power. They are not co-creators with Him.
[bookmark: _ftnref1]What IS supported by scripture is the fact that everything in all of creation, including man, was created through God – Elohim – through the Word He spoke. And THAT Word, is the One who became flesh and made his dwelling among us.[1] You and I may not understand how this works but that’s the witness of scripture and so it is TRUE!
So, what does it mean for us to be made in the image and according to the likeness of God? That’s the subject of the next post.
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[1] John 1:14
